WE BELIEVE WE CAN SAVE THE
GALAPAGOS THROUGH EDUCATION AND
FREE VETERINARY CARE.

AND THANKS TO YOU, WE HAVE
BEEN DOING JUST THAT!

DarwinAnimal
DOCTORS
Here are our 2015 Successes

Veterinary Care
At Darwin Animal Doctors (DAD), we believe that first and foremost, the animals of Galapagos
must be saved from imminent medical threats to their life, that the domestic animals must be
sterilized and de-parasitized to protect the ecosystem, and that there should always a place
where any animal who is sick or injured can go and be saved, for free. And this past year, we
have accomplished that beyond anyone’s expectations.

Saving Animals
In 2015, we treated 2534 animals, the most we
have ever treated in one year! Of these, we treated
115 trauma cases, including 72 emergencies and
poisonings. In addition, we performed three
emergency amputations, and even treated an
electrocution case. Without DAD, there would have
been no permanent, free clinic present on
Galapagos to save these animals’ lives.

Protecting the Environment
We performed over 805 surgeries in 2015, with the permission of the Galapagos government
agency ABG. This is the most we have ever done in a year. Each spay/neuter surgery we perform
prevents the eventual spread of thousands of unwanted puppies and kittens. This in turn
humanely keeps down the number of homeless dogs and cats that prey on the native wildlife, the
dogs that compete with native sea lions for territory, and domestic animals that spread invasive
diseases and parasites to the Galapagos ecosystem.
By the end of 2015, we de-parasitized 1839 animals, and treated 171 animals for tick-borne
diseases! This not only protects the endemic wildlife from deadly infestations, but also the
human population. Ehrlichia is the potentially fatal tick-borne disease we treat the most, which
can potentially spread to humans.

Partnering to Save Wildlife
We are overjoyed to announce that this year, we have signed a historic agreement with the
government of Galapagos to save wildlife. As part of the “RRR” program, the Galapagos
National Park officially gave us unique permission to aid them in giving veterinary care to
ALL wildlife that have been made injured or sick from human interference.
This is a monumental deal. Prior to this agreement, the policy on Galapagos has always been “do
not touch, do not interfere” with wildlife on the UN World Heritage Site, even if the animal was
injured. Now, the Park can contact DAD at any
time, asking for our professional veterinary aid in
saving sick or injured wildlife that they find.
Also, as part of this agreement, DAD is asked
to train Park rangers in wildlife rescue. This is
extremely exciting, and we are proud to be a part
of this ground breaking project.

Other Telling Patient Numbers
We are eternally thankful to have built up this level of trust
with the local community and local government. And our
records this year reflect just how much the locals have
come to trust us with their animals. In 2015, 53% of our
patients were return customers. We do our best to reach
new animal patients through high volume campaigns all
over the Galapagos, run in cooperation with the ABG. And
still, over half of our patients are returning clients.
On top of that, we did 336 preventative check-ups. This
tells us that our education campaigns are paying off, and
the locals understand more and more the value of
preventative care for their animals. Not just for the health of
their companion animals, but for the sake of the ecosystem
with which they co-exist.
DAD also performed its first mainland Ecuadorian campaign
in November, in cooperation with Traveling Animal Doctors,
in Canoa. We treated around 500 animals on the
mainland, and we rescued two injured Ridley sea
turtles off the beaches. One survived and will hopefully be
able to be released in 2016.

Education and Research
Community Humane Education Outreach
From our clinic manager and board member veterinarian, Dr. Jochem Lastdrager:
“Our outreach campaigns are working! Every month, a DAD team would set up tents in a different
neighbourhood, where kids can play games and make paintings that teach them about proper
animal care. Meanwhile, we would teach their parents how to be a responsible owner. Free
parasite treatments, biodegradable poop bags (to prevent the spread of disease) and free leashes
are welcome surprises for the attendees each month. And the result:

Two years ago, when you would walk into the main Galapagos city
of Puerto Ayora, you would see free roaming dogs everywhere. People would not walk their
dog. The idea was, “a dog walks itself!” Now, by the end of 2015, the situation is much different.
People have their dogs on leashes, accompanying them when they go outside. They even take
the dogs on leashes with them when traveling on bicycles! The direct result of all this is
a clear decrease of 'hit-by-car' emergencies in our clinic. People are becoming
more and more aware!”
Puerto Ayora is a great model of our success. It is a town that is generally 'under control': people
in town know to bring their animals to our clinic through word of mouth, without the need for
extensive PR such as radio and TV announcements. They trust our volunteer vets who come
from all over the world! The amount of spay/neuters we perform each month has become steady.
And now, people bring in their animals for more 'general' problems, from eye
infections to stomach issues, before they become major issues. This shows that
the people of Puerto Ayora are becoming more and more dedicated to the proper care and health
of their 'mascotas' (“pets”).
More older patients find their way to the clinic as well, and we are so pleased that
our patients are living so much longer than pets used to live on Galapagos. We are gradually
equipping our clinic to live up to this demand.
Our full IDEXX lab has been a great addition to the clinic, as it allows us to do
proper blood screenings for unstable patients! They have given us a great gift of one of the most
advanced laboratories in the Galapagos.

In the education campaign with Traveling Animal Doctors in Canoa, our vets taught humane
education to 150 local school children, handed out around 200 free leashes through Traveling
Animal Doctors and Worldlead-er, and reached even more through community outreach.

Our education program has also reached beyond the Galapagos in 2015. School students
in both the USA and Greenland have been using our humane education comic
book, “A Piggy’s Tale.”

Meanwhile in Galapagos, when locals are inspired to become veterinarians and scientists,
we give them training in our clinic to achieve their dreams.

An International Training Clinic
Our clinic veterinarian for 2014 and 2015, Dr. Ainoa Nieto of Spain, was instrumental in training
our volunteer vet students from around the world, and coordinating our international volunteer
veterinarians and vet techs. We are proud to have trained students from around the world. But
we are most proud to have started training the locals of Galapagos and mainland Ecuador. A
breakdown of where our 2015 volunteers came from, is below:

Ecuador (mainland):

Spain:

February
June

April
May

2 students
1 veterinarian

Galapagos:
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
October
November

Australia:
February

Canada:
December

Finland:

August
September

Germany:

1 student
3 students
2 students
3 students
4 students
4 students
3 students
2 students
1 student

1 veterinarian
1 veterinarian

Switzerland:
January

2 students

UK:
June
July
August
September
October

1 student
1 student, 1 vet tech
1 veterinarian, 1 vet tech
1 student
1 student

USA:
1 veterinarian

1 veterinarian

1 veterinarian
1 veterinarian

March

1 student

Holland:
March
April
November

1 veterinarian
1 veterinarian
2 veterinarians

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

1 veterinarian
1 student
1 veterinarian 1 student
1 vet tech
2 students
5 students
5 students
1 student
1 veterinarian
2 veterinarians 1 student
2 veterinarians 3 vet techs

We love having the opportunity to teach so many professionals from
around the world, about the issues facing Galapagos. And to have such
wonderful professionals help train even more international students.
And thankfully, we are able to give them amazing infrastructure as their
learning tools.

Essential Research
One of the most important aspects of veterinary education on the Galapagos is finding out what
we’re up against. And it turns out that we are up against a lot. However, thanks to IDEXX, we
are able to perform essential blood work to diagnose patients like never before. They have
donated an amazing laboratory to aid us in all our diagnostic needs. And the need has never
been greater.
The animals of Galapagos are faced with a completely avoidable tragedy – invasive animal
diseases. Thanks to our diagnostic capabilities and the research carried out by our vets, we have
been finding out alarming information. In 2015, we diagnosed 70 cases of the deadly disease
Parvovirus. As stated earlier, we diagnosed 171 cases of invasive tick disease. And we have
even encountered positive blood test results for the fatal disease Distemper, a disease that
can spread to the native sea lions of Galapagos. This would be disastrous, as sea lions in
Galapagos are an essential part of the endangered shark food chain as well.
This is a huge reason why our education campaigns, and our intensive disease testing program,
are so important. People properly disposing of their pets’ waste is an easy and extremely
effective way of preventing the spread of transmittable disease.

Looking Ahead
From our clinic manager and board member
veterinarian, Dr. Jochem Lastdrager:
Although the center of Puerto Ayora is now 'under
control,' that does not mean our job is over; on
the contrary! It is proof that our intense
campaigns are working and that we have to push
through to reach even more people in the
Galapagos! In the outskirts and in villages around
Puerto Ayora, the problem of free roaming cats
and dogs is still very clearly visible on the streets. And not only in the villages. Feral cats are now
regular guests (or even inhabitants) of the National Park!
A powerful campaign is needed to stop this migration into
the park, and our campaign has proven to work!
While our clinic is running smoothly and steadily,
expanding the range of our mission is our challenge in
2016. We already have permission from the ABG to do
three high volume veterinary and outreach campaigns on
the main Galapagos island of Santa Cruz, up in the
highlands, remote from Puerto Ayora. And we can’t wait
to do even more!
We are in Galapagos to protect the biodiversity and
incredible wildlife of these enchanted islands. In assisting
the Galapagos National Park in the RRR program, we have offered our clinic, equipment, and
volunteers to the Park to save wildlife. In 2016, we want to extend this cooperation and be able to
assist the Park in rescuing wildlife at the highest level!

Luna’s Story
Meet Luna
A six-month old black Labrador pup that we came across in
the final month of 2015. Luna lived on the streets of Isabela
Island, the biggest island of Galapagos, and a caring local
woman rescued and adopted her. Unfortunately, dog-hit-bycar accidents still occur regularly, as our humane education
has not reached every corner of Galapagos yet.
And so, Luna was hit by a car. As dogs are not allowed to
travel between islands on the Galapagos, accidents like that
often mean a slow, tremendously painful death for the animal.
Luckily, Luna’s owner had heard of the Darwin Animal Doctors
clinic on Santa Cruz. She contacted us and told is what
happened. Although Luna was only living with her for a month,
her owner jumped through every hoop to get permission to
transport Luna to Puerto Ayora.
And, thanks to the compassion of the ABG, that permission
was granted. An X-ray was made, and after a week of walking
around with a broken hind leg, Luna underwent surgery in our
clinic. Now, Luna was lucky - there are hundreds, maybe
thousands of dogs all over the Galapagos that do not have
access yet to proper vet care.

BUT WE WILL BE
SPREADING OUR WINGS IN
2016!

